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St LUKE ix. 23. 


— 


LOND ON. 
printed for B. Do p, at the Bible and Key in Ave- 
Mary Lanenear Stationers Hall. 


 MnccxLvi. 


"EW 


T0 n \ 
NHABITANTS 
Of the Pariſh of SHOREH AM. 


My dear Brethren, 


HE following Piece, which was 

chiefly deſigned for your Benefit, is 

here recommended to your ſerious 

N 0 houghts and Practice. 

N TAE ſeveral Texts of Holy Scripture, 
which are often referred to, I deſire you 
vould not only frequently read, as well as 

pther Parts of the /acre Writings ; but as 

you have Opportunity, both read them, and 
meditate upon them, with an humble and 
attentive Mind. 

. May Gop Almighty, for the Sake of 

his Bleſſed Son, give each of us his divine 

Brace, that we may know the Things which 

Felong unto our everlaſting Peace; before 
7 are for ever hid from our Eyes. 


1 


Your affectionate Paſtor, 


Fanvary 17, 
os Vin. PERRONET, 
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AN EARNEST 
'EXHORTATION 


4 To the sTRICT PRACTICE of 


HRISTIANITY 


WEMEMBER, I beſeech You, that 
whether You are Rich or Poor, 
whether You are Learned or Un- 
learned, You have an immortal 
> — Soul to be ſaved; and that it is 
WIE * your own Fault, if it be not ſaved. 
fur Poor and the Unlearned have it in their 
Power to become rich in Faith *, and to be made 
wie unto Salvation d; and therefore if they fail of 
3 theſe Riches, and of this Wiſdom, which exceed all 
the Riches and Wiſdom of this World, it is en- 
tirely their own Fault, And therefore I defire 
ſuch would always conſider, that their Souls coſt 
their bleſſed Saviour as great a Price, and that 
A 3 they 


St James il. 5. 1 by i 5. 2 Theff, ii. 13, 14. 
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they are as precious in his Sight, as the Soul o 
the greateſt Prince, or of the ao learned Ma 

upon Earth. For all are equally redeemed by th 
Precious Blood of Chrift ©. 

So that let Mens Abilities be ever ſo ſmall, o 
their Circumſtances ever ſo mean, yet ſince theit 
Souls are of ſuch Value in the Sight of Go p and no 
of CHRIST, let them take Care that their Soul hig 
be valuable in their own Sight; and that they da - 
not loſe, thro? their own Sins and Negligence] Me 
what the Son of Gop ſhed his own Blood te 92! 
fave. nor 

1 covLy wiſh every one would bear in Me. vil 
mory, that there is but one Way of Salvation foi + Go 
all Mankind; and that is, ſuch a Faith in th ſpe 
Blood of Chriſt, as produces a ſober, holy, righteous," 
and godly Life a. 

At 1. that deſire to be ſaved, muſt work o 
their Salvation with Fear and Trembling ©. All mut 
give Diligence to make their Calling and Election U. 
. fure *, And all muſt ſincerely endeavour to gu G 
in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord and Sa- 1 
viour Feſus Chrift . th 

LzT therefore every Degree of Men take heed) J 
how they delude themſelves ; or imagine that they 0 
have more Liberty to break the Commands of _ 
Go p, than others. fl 

GO Pp Almighty has not given two differend 0 
Goſpels to the World; the one for great and learn. 
ed Men, and the other for the Poor and Ignorant. C 

Bur Fefus Chriſt, and He only, is the Way, * 
and 


© 1 St Pet. i. 18, 19. d Rom. iii. 24, 25. Gal. v. 6%; 
ch. vi. 15. Epheſ. ii. 8— 10. Tit. ii. 11-14. 1 St re N 
7 14-16. e Philipp. ii. 12. 1 St Pet. i. 17. 

f 2 8t Pet. i. 10. e Ch. iii. 18. 1 Cor. ix. 24. 
Epheſ. iv. 13. Philipp. iii. 12-14. Coloſſ. i. 9, 10. 
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zoul offend the Truth, and the Life, to every one: No 
Mau Aan cometh unto the Father, but by him * 
y EAR equally ſtands in need of his Sacrifice, 
Mediation and — ou * And it is thro! Him 
all, off alone, that all Mankind, and all our Prayers and 
e thei Praiſes, can be acceptable unto Go Dp *. There is 
p and no Difference, as to theſe Things, betwixt the 
Soul higheſt Monarch and the loweſt Slave. 
hey des Ax p therefore, when the Holy Spirit cautions 
gence Men in the following Manner, — Be not deceived ; 
20d te neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, — 
nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Re- 
1 Me. 4 vilers, nor Extortioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of 
on for Cod: — I fay, when the Holy Spirit thus 
in this ſpeaks, let us be aſſured, that He ſpeaks to A; 


hteous, and that the Threatning belongs to every guilty 
2 Perſon whatever. 

rk % 3 AN Þ thus, when we are acquainted, that be 

1 mufi Wraitb of God is revealed from Heaven againſt all 


ilefion 8 Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men w. That 
) grow Cod will render to every Man according to his Deeds. 
nd Sa. That unto them that be contentious, and do not obey 
 * the Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs, He will render 
> heed. Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſb, up- 
t they on every Soul of Man that doth Evil ”. == When 
ids of the Holy Spirit thus acquaints us, let us be ſa- 
tisfied, there is zo wicked Perſon who can be ex- 
ferent cepted, 
learn. IX like manner, when Go p Almighty de- 
rant, clares by his Prophet, that the Curſe ſhall enter 
May, into the Houſe of the Tl * and into the Houſe of him 
and A 4 that 


n St John xiv. 6. ch. i. 4, 9. ch. iii. 16—18. ch. 


. 6 xy. 17. 1 Cor. i. 30. Epheſ. ii. 18. ch. iii. 12. 1 8t 
t Pet. John v. 11, 12. i Rom. viii. 34. 1 Tim. ii. 5. Heb- 
1 17-288 vii. 25. ch. viii. 6. ch. ix. 1 5, 24, 26. ch. x. 12. ch. xit- 
K. 24. 24. 1 St John iv. 9,0. * Epheſ. i. 6. ch. iii. 21. 
ch. v. 20. Coloſſ. ni. 17. Heb. xiii. 15. 1 St Pet. ii. 5 
Nr. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. m Rom. i. 18. 


n Ch. ii. 6, 8, 9. 
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that fweareth falſly by bis Name: that it ſhall re | an 
main in the midſt of his Houſe, and ſhall conſume it, 10 


with the Timber thereof, and the Stones thereof o co 


31 ſay, let me entreat every one to remember, to 
that here is a Curſe threatned to every unjuſt Per- /e/ 
ſon, and to every falſe and profane Swearer. Both 7o 
the common Swearer and the perjured Wretch w 
muſt be here underftood : as they both undoubt. gi 
edly muſt be, where we find it declared, that ca 
Go D will not hold him guillleſs, that taketh bin g 
Name in vain v. 01 

Fox tho? this Threatning here ſtrictly relates n 
to falſe Swearing; yet muſt it likewiſe certainly 
relate to all common, profane Swearing, Not only je 
as This is a groſs Profanation of the ſacred Name 
of GoÞ ; but alſo as it opens a ſure Way to all 
manner of falſe Oaths, 5 

Ov R Bleſſed Saviour has expreſsly forbidden | 
all manner of Swearing in our common Conver- +4 
ſation ; even tho* we do not uſe the awful Name a 
of Go o in ſo doing 4. 

AN p had Cbriſtians duly obſerved this Com- 1 
mand of their Great Lord and Maſter, they had . 
never arrived to that dreadful State of profane ¶ t 
Swearing and Curſing, and Ptrjuries, which may 4 
juſtly make us tremble, when we call to mind a 
choſe ſolemn Words of the Prophet, — Becauſe f | 4 
Swearing, the Land mourneth *, 

How greatly is it to be defired, that all Oaths | K 
were aboliſhed, but in ſome few Caſes of the laſt 

5 
0 
f 


Moment and Importance ! and where it might 
plainly appear becoming of Chriſtians to intereſt ? 
the awful and tremendous Majeſty of Go p. a 
Ax p now again, when we are directed by our 
wo Lord, to ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait Gates? 
and | 4 
* Zech. v. 3, 4. Pfal. cix. 17-19. P Exod. xx. 7. 


St Matth. v. 33—37. r Jer, xxiii. 10. St Luke 9 | 
xiii. 24. = 
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all re. and to take his Yoke upon us; and to learn of bim, 
ume it, io be meet and lowly in Heart . And when we are 
reof 9 commanded to ſet our Affections on Things above v; 
ember, to mortify the Deeds of the Body w; to cleanſe our- 
t Per- ſelves from all Filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit; and 
Both zo perfect Holineſs in the Fear of God *: — When 
Vretch we find theſe Things commanded, let none ima- 
doubt. gine, they have no Concern in them; be- 
, that 3 cauſe all Mankind are _ concerned in theſe 
eth hi; great Duties. And ſurely, if we would conſider 

our own Reaſon, it — certainly tell us, that 
relates nothing is more juſt or equal. 
rtainly Fo x, in the firſt Place, Go p is ready to give 
Xt only every ſincere Chriſtian all the Aſſiſtance he can 
Name want, in order to do the Divine Will in every 
to all Reſpect ?, And, in the next Place, He has pro- 
miſed a Crown of Righteouſneſs to all that love him *. 
bidden — W hoever will ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and 
onver- Immortality, by a patient Continuance in Well-doing, 
Name are promiſed Eternal Life. 

* THe Reward propoſed 20 every Man that work- 
Com- eth Good, is Glory, and Honour, and Peace: for 
y had there is no Reſpect of Perſons with God *, But as 
rofane the Wicked, all the Wicked whatever, /hall go 
h may Y- away into everlaſting Puniſoment; ſo the Righteous, 
mind all the Righteous whatever, hall go into Life 
auſe of Eternal ®, 

Ay therefore ſince Gop Almighty is as 
Oaths ready to aſſiſt one as another, and as He has 
he laſt propoſed the ſame Rewards and Puniſhments to all 
might indifferently, muſt it not of Neceſſity be the Duty 
1terelt of every One, to do his beſt in the Service of 
. US Gop? Muſt not this be expected from every 
y our Perſon 
rale; St. Matth. xi. 29. » Colofl. iii. 1. Philipp. iii. 20+ 

and Rom. viii. 13. ch. vi. 6. 1 Cor. ix. 25--27, Gal. v. 24+ 


Coloſſ. iii. 5. x 2 Cor. vii. 1. St Matth. xxii. 37. 
xx, 7. Feb. xii. 1. y St Luke xi. 9, 10, 13. St John xv. 5. 
t Luke Philipp. iv. 13. * 2 Tim. iv. 8. ©* Rom. l. 


77 10, 11. b St Matth. xxv. 46. 
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and negligent, I cannot give them any ſuch Aſ- 


he had buried his Lord's Talent in the Earth. That 


Perſon whatever? And is it not perfectly juſt ad 
reaſonable? Let me then perſuade every one 
only to do this ſincerely and heartily ; and I can! 
promiſe him, thro? the Merits of Chriſt, he will 
be happy for ever. But if Men will be careleſs 


ſurances; or if I ſhould, it would be only de. | 
ceiving of them to their everlaſting Ruin. 

Ap therefore I earneſtly entreat all thoſe, | 4 
who think their nean State and Abilities will ex- 
cuſe them before Gop, often to call to Mind the x 
unhappy Man in the Goſpel, who had received 
but one Talent. £] 

WE don't read that he had put his Talent to 4 
any bad Uſe. His Lord does not charge him 
with Rioting or Drunkenneſs, with Lying or Rob. 
bery, with Lewaneſs or Profaneneſs ; but only that I 


is, he had not improved it, as he might and ought » 
to have done. 7 
Bur now, what was the Conſequence of his 1 
Behaviour; and of all he would plead for him- 
felf ? — You will find his Lord gave theſe dread- 
ful Orders concerning him, — Caſt ye the unprofit- 3 
able Servant into outer "Darkneſs : there ſhall be weep- © 
ing and gnaſbing of Teeth ©, 3 
r ſee then what a Sentence was paſt on this 

wicked and flothful Servant, for hiding his Lord's 
Talent : that is, as we have already obſerved, for 
not improving of it, as it was in his Power to have 
ne. o 
Arp if this was his fatal Lot, for not having 40 
uſed his ſmall Abilities well; the fame fatal Lot 
will be theirs alſo, who are guilty of the ſame 
Negligence. | 
An p if he was puniſhed thus ſeverely for neg- | 3 
lecting one Talent; what mult be the Fon | 
O HR 

e St Matth. xxv. 2430. bl 
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aſt and of thoſe, who abuſe many Talents to the vileſt 

ry one Purpoſes ? 

1 I can® Le mT therefore thoſe who have many Talents, 

1e will and thoſe who have but few, be exactly careful 

areleſs how they uſe them. 

ch Aſ-3F So that whether your Talents be more or leſs, 

ly de- let me defire you to obſerve the Inſtructions that 

follow. 

thoſe, 

ill ez. Ap firſt, take particular Care that you live 

nd the not in the Practice of any Sin or Vice whatever. 

ceived For whoever does this, lives expoſed to the juſt 
Diſpleaſure of Go p; and knows not how ſoon 


lent to Vengeance may overtake him l. 


e him Nox let it be any Temptation to Sin; even 

r Rob. © tho? it was poſſible for you to be always concealed 

ly that from the Notice of the World: ſince we are always 
That open to the all-ſeeing Eye of Gop. The moſt 


, ought hidden Practices of Knavery, Diſſimulation, or 
 _ _Fanyother Vice, are all clear and plain to him.—Can 
of his any hide himſelf in ſecret Places, that I ſhall not ſee 
r him- WW him ? - ſaith the Lord: Do not I fill Heaven and 
dread- F Earth ? ſaith the Lord *. The Darkneſs is no Dark- 
profit. neſs with Him; but the Night is as clear as the Day; 
? weep» # the Darkneſs and Light to Him are both alike*. 
Bur now, as nothing is more dangerous than 
on this Evil Company; I beg you would fly far from all 
Lord's ſuch, as from the Plague itſelf. 
d, for # Avoid * all needleſs Converſation with every 
o have vicious Perſon, every Sabbath-breaker, Drunkard, 
and Swearer. Don't be afraid to rebuke any pro- 
having fane Wretch whatever: nor chuſe to be in any 
al Lot Place, where any Vice or Wickedneſs is practiſed. 


e ſame For 
| 4 Pſalm Ixvi. 18. Pſalm cxix. 6. St James ii. 10, 11. 
or cy - ih © Jer. xxiii. 24. Pſalm cxxxix. 1—11, Heb. iv. 13. 


hment + 1 Cor. v. 11. 2 Theſſ. iii. 6, 14, 15. 1 Tim. vi. 5. 
of 2 Tim. ii. 5. Pſalm exix. 63. | 
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For it is every Chriſtian's Duty to have no Fellow- 

hip with the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs; but ra- 
ther to reprove them", Every one ought, according 
to his Station in the World, to diſcourage all Vice 
and Immorality. The Neglect of this will one 
Day lie heavy upon the Conſciences of public Ma- 
giſtrates. And this Diſcouragement all may and 
ought to give, either by the Execution of Laws; £ 
the ging good Advice; ſhewing a good Ex- 
ample z or avoiding the Society of wicked Per- 
ſons. And further, you ſhould conſider, that if 
without a real Neceſſity, you keep Congeny with 
bad People, you are out of the Way of your 
Duty; and you are not to expect Gop Almighty's 
Protection. And there is all the Reaſon in the 
World to fear, that your own Heart will be ſoon 
corrupted : ſince the Holy Spirit has aſſured us, 
that evil Communications corrupt good Manners i. 

Besipes, if you are Poor and have a Family, 

ſuch Company, by tempting you to Udleneſs, 

Gaming, or Drunkenneſs, will make you both to 
injure your Wife and Children, as well as your 
own Soul, Nor can any Thing be well more 
cruel or unjuſt, than thus to deprive an inno- 
cent Family of proper Food and Raiment, 

Ir this be your Caſe, then notwithſtanding you 
may get your Money very honeſtly and by hard 
Labour; yet it is plain you ſpend it very diſno- 
neſtly and very wickedly ; and you may be aſ- 
ſured, that Gov will call you to a ſtrict Account 
for ſo doing. YH 

As to People of ſuperior Statigng, they are not 
only as liable as others to be ruineby their Com- 
pany ; but by thus giving Countenance to bad 

Perſons, * 


b Epheſ. v. 11. i 1 Cor. xv. 33. Pſalm i. 1. 
Prov. i. 10-15, ch. iv, 14—16, ch. xii. 11. ch. xzii. N 
24, 25. | 


Fellows | 


but ra- 
ording 


Vice 
ill one 


c Ma- 
ay and 
Laws; 
d Ex- 


d Per- 


that if 


y with 


Ire not 
Com- 


o bad ſh . ba 
2X ipend whole Ho / 
erlons, P Hours together in Tipling 8 
1 1 St Pet. i. 17. 2 St Pet. i. 10 
n Iſaiah v. 22. gt 
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Perſons, they confirm them in their Vices, and 
ncourage others to venture in the ſame fatal Path. 
So that ſuppoſing the Rich ſhould not, by this 
eans, greatly injure their Families; (tho? this 
too often happens) yet they will always injure their 
Zown Souls, by thus ſquandering away their Time 
and Money, and hardening others in their Wick- 
Zednelſs. 
Ay therefore if they have ſo much Time 
upon their Hands, let ſuch remember, that Go p 
ZAlmighty expects ſo much the more to be em- 
ployed in working out their Salvation. For it is 
Wally true of all our Poſſeſſions, that unto whom- 
ever much is given, of him ſhall be much required *. 
Nor has any one a Right to fling away fo valu- 
able a Poſſcſſion as Time is, in Gaming, Drink- 
ing, or /dleneſs. Nor are our Riches given us to 
be waſted in this Manner; nor upon any other of 
our Vices. whatever w. 

Ax as to Drinking, tho' too many may ima- 
gine they are guilty of no Crime, if they do not 
drink till they have either loſt the Uſe of their 
Keaſon, or the Uſe of their Limbs; yet I deſire 
vou would conſtantly remember, how the Al- 
mighty has ſeverely threatened ſuch Perſons. 7/0 
unto them that are mighty to drink Wine; and Men 
= of Strength to mingle ſtrong Drink n. | 
* Anp what a ſhameful Sight is it, to ſee Men, 
who call themſelves Chriſtians, abuſing the Bounty 
ot Gop in ſo wretched a Manner? Surely they 
who have immortal Souls to be ſaved ; and who 
are commanded to ſtrive after ſo many divine 
Virtues e, ought to be better employed, than to 


Epheſ. vi. 11-18. 
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LE T ſuch Perſons frame what frivolous Ex. 


cuſes they will for themſelves; be aſſured however, 
that they are no proper Patterns for you to follow, 
let your Circumſtances be what they will. 

SoME perhaps will ſay, „It is their Lot to 
e keep a public Houſe ; and that they are there- 
<« fore obliged to entertain all Sorts of Company. 
«« That this often prevents their coming to Church. 
c and lays them under a Neceſſity of hearing the 
«« Oaths of their Cuſtomers; of drinking with 
ce them; and letting them have ſuch Diverſions 
c as they like.“ 


IN anſwer to which, I muſt firſt obſerve, that 


it is a very melancholy Conſideration, that any 


ſhould get their Bread, not only by the Sins of 
other People, but alſo by partaking in thoſe very 
Sins. 
Ap indeed it is too evident, that unleſs the 
Generality of Cuſtomers ſpent more Time and 
Money in ſuch Houles, than they ought to do; 
ſo great a Number of them could never be ſup- 
ported in almoſt every little Town and Village. 
AN p again, I muſt tell ſuch Perſons, that 
notwithſtanding the Laws have given them a Li- 
cenſe to ſell Drink; yet neither the Laws of Gon 


or Man have given them any Licenſe to encourage 


Swearing or Drunkenneſs, Tipling or Gaming, 

To which, I ſuppoſe they will anſwer, that 
4 They never encourage either Swearing or Drunk- 
66 enneſs.” 

Bu r let them pretend what they will, I muſt 
aſſure thoſe People, that if they turniſh Liquor 
till their Cuſtomers are Drunk or Profane, they 
then encourage both Swearing and Drunkenneſs. 
And it is likewiſe the ſame Thing, if they let 
their 'Gueſts have Liquor, whenever they are in 
that State or Condition, 


Bur 


vl 
5. 
3 — 
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Bur here they will certainly plead, that Un- 


e leſs they do this, they muſt either loſe their 
„Bread, or become chargeable to the Pariſh.” 


I wisn ſuch Perſons would reflect, whether 
they had not better loſe their Bread, than their 
Souls? 

Lr them remember, that their Saviour has 
Himſelf aſked this Queſtion, — What is a Man 


F profited, if he ſpall gain the whole World, and loſe 


his own Soul v? 

A np hovwſoever they may flatter themſelves ; 
yet they may be thoroughly aſſured, that whoever 
is thus a Partaker of other Men's Sins a, lays him- 
ſelf open to the ſame righteous Vengeance. 

As to a Perſon's becoming chargeable to a 
Pariſh 3 tho* I would highly commend every one, 
who endeavoured by his own honeſt Labour and 


Sobriety, to keep himſelf from it; yet when he 


could no longer ſubſiſt, but muſt either encourage 
Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Tipling and Gaming, or 
elſe come to the Pariſh ; let me adviſe that Per- 
ſon, as he values his own Soul, to receive his 


Bread from the Pariſh. 


IxpEED ſome Pariſhes are but too apt them- 
ſelves to give Countenance to this Way of Life, 


rather than have ſuch a Perſefi or his Family be- 


come chargeable. But nothing can well be a 
more fatal Piece of Policy. 


For: by thus getting rid of one Family, they 


: run the Riſque of making Beggars of ſeveral. 


THz multiplying of Ale- Houſes, is one of the 


; moſt deſtructive Things that can happen to any 
Place. For it is laying ſo many Temprations in 


the Way of idle People, who might ſooner get 
home to their reſpective Dwellings, if ſo many 
Snares were not laid before them, | 


Tur 


Þ St Matth. xvi. 26. 4 Epheſ. v. 6, 7. 1 Tim. 
v. 22. Rev. viii. 4. 


. 
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Tux unhappy Experience of too many Places 
confirms theſe Obſervations. And I believe it 
will be found upon a careful Enquiry, that thoſe | 


Pariſhes are generally. moſt burden'd with Poor, 
which are crouded with the greateſt Number of 


theſe Houſes. 


_ AnD therefore, where is the Wiſdom and Pru- | 


dence of encouraging ſuch Places? And even tho? 


it ſucceeded ; yet where is the Conſcience or Reli- 
gion, to promote ſo much Wickedneſs and Im- 


morality ? 


SoME indeed may poſſibly offer it as a Reaſon 
for multiplying ſuch Houſes, that hey greatly en- 


creaſe the Revenue. 


Bur a ſober Chriſtian muſt bluſh to hear of 


ſuch a Reaſon! 


Wr are told by the Holy Spirit, that Righte- 
ouſneſs exalteth a Nation n. And if this be really | 
true; then Vice and Immorality will certainly help 
to ruin it. And what muſt become of that 
Kingdom, where a Scene of wniver/al Drunkenneſs Þ 
is open'd amongſt them? Or whence muſt the 
Revenue ariſe, when a Nation is ruined by its 


Vices ? 


Bur admitting that Drunkenneſs, inſtead of ruin- 9 
ing a People, would add to their Yealth and 
Grandeur; — are the Souls of Men of ſo little Va- 


lue, that they may lawfully be expoſed to Sale? 


Or is the Religion of Zeſus Chriſt fo contemptible, "| 
that at leaſt, one of its my Precepts may be 


violated for a Sum of Mone 


You may be ſatisfied, t at no Perſon of true 


3 


Wiſdom and Virtue talks in this manner. For WW 


ſuch well know, that all the Riches in the Uni- 
verſe will not make any Kingdom happy, when 


once the Minds and Morals of its Inhabitants are 


corrupted. Nor will any Perſon of Conſcience and 
Honour 


? Prov. xiv, 34. ch. xi. 11. ch. xvi. 12, 


3 
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lonour ever knowingly contribute to fo deplora- 


laces 4 


ve it ple a State of Things. 

thoſe WF Anp here I cannot but take Notice of one of 
oor, Nhe moſt fatal Cauſes of Drunkenneſs amongſt the 
er of Mower People; which is, That abominable uſe of 


Pirituous Liquors, 

THERE 1s no doubt to be made, but many pri- 
ate Perſons grow rich by Means of theſe Liquors, 
But ſuppoling a thouſand Times more Riches were 
thus gained, than could ever be pretended ; jean 
his be eſteemed a ſufficient Reaſon for ſuffering 
o many Souls and Bodies of Men to be de ſtroyed? 
THnrxy who had rather ſee ſo many Conſciences 
aid waſte, than content themſelves with ſmall In- 
omes, ſeem either not to regard, or at leaſt, not 
to underſtand what is the Value of an immortal 


Pru- | 
_tho' i 
Rehi- 
Im- 


eaſon 
ly en- 


ar of | 


ighte- Poul! And as to thoſe, who plead a p25lic Benefit; 
eally bey ſeem to know but little in what the rue Be- 
help ]Wheht of the Public conſiſts. The higheſt Benefit 
that Nhat can redound to the Pullic, whatever ſome 


neſs 
t the 
y its 


eak Minds may imagine, is from the ſober and 
Irtuous _— every Individual. 

So that Fbeg you would be always upon your 
uard, that no crafty Reaſonings may ever pre- 
ail with you, either to hurt your own Soul, or 
and he Souls of other Men. But be fully perſu aded, 
Va- 0 at all Drunkenneſs will certainly offend Go p, 
Sale ? ; nd occaſion a guilty Conſcience, let the Reaſons 
tible, Mr Cauſes of it be what they will. 
ay be Y 


ruin- 


Ir you have Children, remember it is your 

©.” to take Care both of their Souls and Bodies, 
For hey muſt be very wicked Parcuts who neglect 

Uni- iche. | 

when IT is the expreſs Command of the Holy Spirit, 

ts are Wat Parents bring up their Children in the Nurture 

e and Md Admonition of the Lord“. 

onour B | So 

$ Epheſ. vi. 4. Prov. xxii. 6. 


true 


"7 


— 
WY 
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So that their Duty is not only to bring them | p 
vp ;, but they muſt uſe their beſt Endeavours to 
bring them up in the Fear of Gop. 

Ay therefore, whoever through Idleneſs orf 
Extravagance is render'd incapable of ſo doing, or 

whoever wilfully neglects it, all ſuch Parents are t 
guilty of great Wickednels. | 

You mult both by good Counſel and good WS: 
Example, diſcourage all manner of Vice in your 
Children; whether it be Swearing *, or only uſing 
the ſacred Name of Gop in their common Dil 
courſe, For as this will bring them in Time toff 
uſe it in Oaths and Curſes ; ſo it is in itſelf a very 
high Profanation of that Great and Terrible Name“ 
the very Sound of which cught to fill us with an 
awful Fear and Reverence w. i.» 

THEY who are given to this horrible Vice off 1 
Swearing, ſhould nerpethally beg of GO p, with 
the utmoſt Earneſtneſs, that He would be pleaſed Do 
to ſet a Watch before their Mouth, and keep the Door 
of their Lips x. 

AGAIN, you mult diſcountenance 1n you c 
Children all Lying ? and lewd * Expreſſions 3 Sab- 
bath-breaking *, Stealing v, Priges, Idlencſs *, and 
every other Crime whatever. 

Ap be aſſured, that if they are ruined thro 
your vil ful Negligence, bad Advice, or bad Exam \ 
ple, their Blood will be required at your Hands, "| 

AND morcover, let your Station or Circum 
ſtances be what they will, let me entreat you, thai 
beſides your own private Devotion by yourſelf, 
you would ſet up e a in you Houſe 

A 


by. 


0 


, 


a1 
d 


| 


t St James v. 12. v Palm xcix. z. Malachit jj 
1.14. ch. iv. 2. x Pſalm cxli. 3. Pro 
xii. 19, 22. Epheſ. i iv. 25. Rev. xxi. 8. 2 Ephel pl 
Iv. 29. 1 St Pet. i. 15. a Ifaiah lvi. 2. Ezek. xx. 134 
b Exod. xx. 15. Epheſ. iv. 28. c Prov. viii. 13 1 
ch. xvi. 18, 19. 4 Prov. xix. 15. Ezek. xvi. 45 


1 {heil. iv. 11, 12. 2 Theft. itt. 10— 12. 
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MB: this is one great Means of teaching your Fa- 
urs to 


lies to ſerve and fear Go p: ſo no one can well 
link, how great a Sin it muſt be to neglect it; 
d therefore I earneſtly preſs it upon you e. 
THERE can be none ſo Poor or ſo Unlearned, 
t that he may, if he pleaſes, kneel down once 
EA a Day with bis Family, and beg of Gop, 


eſs or 


ng, or 
its are 


good Wrough Jes Chriſt, to grant him and them tru 
1 your:ith, and Pardon, and bis Holy Spirit. 4 
; uſing Av p I believe there are none ſo Ignorant, 
n DilWilcfs it be their own wilful Fault, but the y ma 
me to 


6 to this ſhort Petition, the Lord's Prayer; 
d oblige their Children to learn it and ſay it. 
Mvucn more is certainly required from Perſons 
Leiſure and Abilities. X X 

Bur whatever you are able to do, if you de- 
ice oi bk do all you can, and are ſincerely deſirous 
„wit bl grow in the Knowledge and Practice of your 
pleaſedputy, Gop will accept of you, tor the Sake of 
e DoorWe/us Chriſt. 

Bur further, you ſhould not ſuffer your. Chil- 
en to eat their Meals, without beſeeching Gop 
bleſs their Food; and afterwards obliging them 
thank Gop {or it's, | 

AND you muſt be careſul to do theſe Things 


a very 
ame * 
1th an | 


| your | 
» Sabi 


4 and N 


| thro ; urſelf; or elſe your Inſtructions will have litt.e 

Exam eight upon your Children. 

lands, 1 Mon kovk R, let Huſbands and Wives always 

ircum e their Children a Pattern of Helineſs and So— 

u, that, of Prudence, Piety, and mutual Afﬀeficn h. 

urſelf pr religious Inſtructions, when they are enforced 

Houſe WF your own good Example, will both have a 

AdWeacer Weight ; and will prove a better Portion 

Malachit B 2 lor 
y Prov. 

7 Erbe 1 Gen. xviii. 19. Joſhua xxiv. 15. Acts x. 2. f $t 
xX. 134 tth. vi. 9—13z. s St Matth. xiv. 19. ch. xv. 36. 
viii. 13 im. iv. 445. 1 Cor. x. 30, h Epheſ. v. 33- 
xvi. 49.0 « W. 18, 19. 1 Tim. ii. 15. Tit. ii. 2-6. Heb, xiii. 4 


*. Berth, Soo aal H 


9 bets Ko 


on 
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for your Children, than all the Riches in the World 


20 


without ſuch Inſtructions. 

Ap therefore, be more careful to make your 
Children religious than rich; and take more Pains 
to ſave their Souls, than to leave them an EFate. 

IT is a great Mi:tortune, that People are apt 
to run either into one Extream or another. They 
will be either very Negligent or very Worldly : either 
very Extravagant or very Covetous. Sometimes 
entirely careleſs of their Families ; and ſometimes 
ſo eagerly ſet upon making them rich, that little 
or nothing elſe 1s minded. | 
\ BuT now, of what ſervice are Riches like to 
prove to thoſe Children, who have not been 
brought up in the Knowledge and Fear of Gop ? 
Who may often have ſeen their Parents very ear- 
neſt ro heap up Wealth; but very regardleſs of 
their own Souls, as well as of theirs. Is it likely 
they will make a good Uſe of what is thus raked 
up together for them ? Or is it not more likely, 
that all ſuch Riches will be laviſh'd away in Vice 
and Extravagance ? 

AnDp therefore, as Parents defire a Bleſſing up- 
on themſclves and Children, let them ſeek firſt the 
Kingdem of God and his Righteouſneſs* : let it be 
their principal Care to be truly cou themſelves, 
and to make their Children the ſame. Moreover, 
If Riches encreaſe, ſet not your Heart upon them k. 

But let every one take heed of the Cares of thi; 
World ; the Deceitfulneſs of Riches ; and the Plea- 
ſures of Life ?. 


1 MUST next caution all Perſons whatever, 
againſt a very bad Cuſtom, which prevails in too 


n any Places, both at Chriſtnings and Funerals. 


_ Wuew an Infant has been juſt ſolemnly baptized 
ni'o Chriſt, and dedicated to his Service, thoſe 
Perſons} 


i St Matth. vi. 33, k Pſalm 1xii. 10. 
i St Mark iv. 19. St Luke viii. 14. 
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Perſons muſt diſcover either great want of Thought, 


r great want of Religion, who imagine they may 
your | 


u hen innocently indulge in Rioting and Drunken- 
als peſs. For they may be aſſured, they cannot well 
ale. be guilty of a groſſer Profanation of that Sacra- 
apt rent, than to celebrate it in this manner. Such 
2 Behaviour is, at all Times, a very high Offence 
ither 


f gainſt the Laws of CHRIST; and ſurely not 
mes the leſs ſo at ſuch a Seaſon as this. 

Ames AnD as to Funerals, F muſt obſerve, that Se- 
little Br 50uſneſs and Sobriety are highly becoming upon 

ſuch Occaſions. 

e to TA E want of Seriouſneſs muſt diſcover a very 
been light and trifling Diſpoſition z or elſe a very 
0D * Wthoughtleſs or hardned Mind. 


ear. For if ſuch a View of our own frail Mortality 
s of cannot diſpoſe us to ſome ſerious Thoughts, it is 
= difficult to ſay, what human Means can effect it. 
ake 


ANp as to Drunkenneſs ;, this is a Scandal to 
ely, ¶ Chriſtians upon all Occaſions; but much more 
Vice WF ſhameful and ſcandalous at ſuch Times as theſe. 
Since it is ſetting the Commands of CH R1s*. at 
up- defiance, even when Death, in a manner, ſtates 
t e us in the Face. ; 
it be + Ano therefore let ſuch a Behaviour, though too 
ves, ¶ common in the World, inſpire you with a juſt 
vc, dhorrence of it. 

** Ir you have Parents, remember that due Re- 
pia. verence and Reſpect belong to them; whether 
they are Rich or Poor. 

Gop Almighty has given this Command, Ho- 
ever, our thy Father and thy Mother n. And again, Chil- 
1 too dren obey your Parents in the Lord, for this is right o. 


als. ConsEQUENTLY they muſt be obeyed out of 
tized regard to Gop, in compliance with his Orders, 
thoſe B 3 and 
rſons! m St Luke xxi. 34. Rom. xiii. 13. Gal. v. 21. 1 Thefl. 

V. 5—8. Tit. ii. 11, 12. 1 St Pet. iv. 3, 4. n Exod, 


XX. 12. Epheſ. vi. 25 3 de Ch. vi. | 


/ : 
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and ſo far as is agreeable with his divine Law. wi 
For whenever they direct any Thing contrary to the 
the Laws of Gop, it is then a Child's Duty to an- 
diſobey. And therefore when Children are com- 

manded to obey their Parents in all Things” ;, it m 


muſt be underſtood of all Things which are right WM © 
and lawful. For in nothing elſe have Parents any br 
Authority to command. However, take Care you oi 
never grieve, provoke, or offend them, where WF 
you might with a good Conſcience, pleaſe and th 
oblige them. ch 

Ax p further, if your Parents mould come to 5B 
Poverty, and you are able to relieve them; I 
ſhould eſteem that Perſon a very Monſter in Wick- tl 
edneſs, who would ſuffer a Parent to continue in ©: 
Want. | ne 

Children are expreſsly ordered to fhew Piety at . 
Home, and to requite their Parents: for that, ſays t 
the Holy Spirit, is good and acceptable before God. 1 
But if any provide not for his own, and eſpecially for ! 
thoſe of his own Houſe, be bath denied the Faith, and l 
is worſe than an Inſidel a. All which is equally 
true both of Parents and Children, who will let - 
thoſe of their own Houle ſuffer, when it is in their a 
Power to relieve them. Moreover, let every 

rich Perſon take Care, that he harden not his | 
Heart againſt his poor Relations r. 

Ir you have Servants, I deſire you would often 
reflect on what the Holy Spirit has commanded, | 
Maſters, give unto your Servants that which is juf | b 
and equal, knowing that ye alſo have a Maſter in 
N And there is no Reſpect of Perſons with i 

im * 

So that all hard and unjuſt Treatment of Ser. 3 
vants is here forbid: and Maſters are put in Mind, 
that they themſelves have a Maſter in ol Y 


who 


p Col. iii. 20. 1 1 Tim. v. 4,8. St Mark vii. 
11—13. ? Iaiah lvüi. 7. Col. iv. 1. Epheſ. ris. | ö 
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who without Reſpect of Perſons, will certainly call 


ry to them to a ſtrict Account, tor every Act of Cruelty 
ty to and Injuſtice towards their poor Servants, 

com- AN p further, if Maſters were to diſcover ſo 
v; it much Love to the Souls of their Servants, as to 


right WF reprove them for Drunkenneſs or Swearing ; for 
s any breaking the Sabbath, or neglecting the Service 
e you of Go p, either in publick or private: and if they 
vhere would give a proper Weight to theſe Things, by 
> and their own good Example; they would only act 
the Part of good Chriſtians, and might expect a 
ne to Bleſling for their Pains. 
n; If As to Servants, they ſhould remember, that 
Vick- they are to obey their Maſters, not with Eye-ſervice, 
ue in as Men- pleaſers; but in Singleneſs of Heart, fearing 
= God. That whatever they do, they muſt do it bear- 
ty at tily, as to the Lord, and not unto Men; knowing 
ſays that of the Lord they ſhall receive the Reward of the 
God. Inheritance ; for they ſerve the Lord Chriſt. But he 
ly fer that doth Wrong, ſhall receive for the Wrong which 
and he hath done: and there is no Reſpect of Perſons t. 
ually 3 I wn ſhort, they are forbid all Diſhoneſty and 
11 let Unfaithfulneſs, and all unbecoming Behaviour *; 
their and are directed, as they hope to enjoy the Favour 
very of Gop, or to eſcape his Diſpleaſure, to demean 
> his themſelves in all Reſpects as in the Sight of Gop. 
Since Go p Almighty takes Notice of their Ac- 


often tions; and will either reward or puniſh them, ac- 
ded, MW cording to their Works. 

a f * | 

er in Bu T now, as Prayer is a moſt divine Exerciſe, 
with and of the laſt Importance to the Souls of Menu, 


9 therefore whether you are Rich or Poor, a Maſter 
Ser- or Servant, let me beſeech you, at leaſt to begin 
and end the Day with offering up a private Prayer 
ven, B 4 to 
who r Col, iii. 2225. v Tit. it. 9, 10. u Pſalm 
We” 1.74, 15. Pf. Ixv. 2. Pf. cii. 17. Pf. cxlv. 18, 19. St Match. 
v. Vil. 7, 8. 1 St John v. 14, 15. Rev. vill. 3, 4. 
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to Gop , for his Pardon, Grace, and Protec- 
tion, Don't think to excuſe yourſelf, by ſaying, 


20 
. 
ar 


Knees, and to offer up ſuch a ſhort Petition thro? i 
Feſus Chriſt? And if it be hearty and ſincere, and 


that your Labour is ſo urgent, that you have not Time. 
For how little Time is wanted to fall upon your 


you are not able to offer up a longer Prayer, Gop 
will accept of what you can do, for the Sake of 
his bleſſed Son. 5 ; 


AN p therefore be aſſured, that if you neglect 


this neceſſary and eaſy Duty, it is not the Want of 


Time, but the Want of a pious and religious Heart. 

As to Perſons of Leiſure, if they axe likewiſe 
Perſons of Religion, they will certainly ſpend more 
Time in private Prayer, than I fear is done by the 
Generality of the World, — But then let all re- 
member, that we muſt approach Go» with great 
Sincerity; for if wwe regard Iniquity in our Heart, 
the Lord will not bear us x. 

No are we to Pray and return Thanks for 
ourſelves only; but {or others alſo . Nor muſt 
our Prayers be only for our Friends; but we muſt 
likewiſe love and pray for our. worſt Enemies“: 
Not that they may ſucceed in their wicked Deſigns 
againſt us; but that Gop would forgive them, 
and turn their Hearts; and endue us with a cha- 
ritable and forgiving Spirit. Our Lord has com- 
manded theſe great Duties; and his Commands 
muſt not be diſputed. Do you but heartily ſtrive, 


and earneſtly pray for divine Aſſiſtance ; and you 


will be enabled to comply with what may ſeem 
not only difficult, but even impoſſible. . 
AND 

w St Matth. vi. 6. Acts x. 4,9, 30. x Pſalm lxvi. 18. 
Pſ. xxxiv. 15-17, Prov. xv. 8, 29. Ch. xxviii. 9. Ifaiah 


13 y Acts xii. 5. Rom. xv. 30. 2 Cor. i. 11. 
Philipp. i. 4, 19. Col. i. 3. Ch. iv. 3, 12. 1 Tim. ii. 1. 
St James v. 16. * St Matth. v. 44—48. St Luke 


xxili. 34. Acts vii. 60, Rom. x. 1. 
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An p if any ſhould attempt to reaſon you out 
of the great Duty of Prayer ; deſpiſe all their Ar- 
guments, and tell them, that Go p's Commands 
are not to give way to their idle and impertinent 
Talk. 

Ap moreover, when Men are in the midſt 
of their Employments, what can hinder them from 
frequently lifting up their Thoughts to Go p, for 
Pardon, Grace and Mercy? 

NoTHING can hinder this, but a careleſs or 
wicked Mind. It is ſurely no more Hindrance to 
their Buſineſs to pray thus, than to curſe or ſwear. 
And how many wicked People are there, who of- 
ten mix Oaths with their Work and Labour? 

AN Þ therefore, ſince you may frequently thus 
pray, without any Interruption to your Affairs; 
you are guilty of great Neglect of Duty, and loſe 
many a Bleſſing, by not doing of it. Learn then, 
whilſt you are not /ſlothful in Buſineſs, to be fervent 
in Spirit, ſerving the Lord v. 

ANOTHER Duty of all Perſons whatever, is 
to ſpend the Sabbath in a religious and devout man- 
ner. This was ſtriftly commanded the Jews. 
And ſince Chriſtians have many greater Mercies to 
acknowledge than that People, they muſt be guilty 
of great Sin, whenever they profane any Part of 
the Lord's Day. The Chriſtian Sabbath is thus call- 
ed by the holy Spirit *; and it appears plain from 
the ſacred Writings, that the Fewi/h Sabbath was 
to give Place to it ©. 

As often then as it 1s in your Power, attend the 
public Worſhip of Go p, with all Reverence and 
Attention f,, Never wilfully be abſent at the Be- 
A ginning 

* Epheſ. vi. 18. 1 Tim. i. 8. d Rom, xii. 11. 
© Exod, xx. 8. Iſaiah lvi. 2. ch. lviii. 13. Ezek. xliv. 24. 
4 Revel. i. 10. e Coloſſ. ii. 15, 16. St John xx. 19,26. 
1 Cor. xvi. 2. f Palm Ixxxiv. 1-4. Pf. c. 4. Pf. exlix.i. 


Pf, cl. 1. Eccleſ. v. 1, 2. Acts i. 14. ch. iii. 1. Heb, x. 25. 
St Jude 18, 19. 


* 
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ginning of Divine Service: and let your firſt pri- 
vate Petition be, that God <would ſanctiſy bis divine 
Word to your Soul *, And J beg you would ne- 
ver leave his Houſe, till you have again offered up | 
the ſame devout Requeſt. 

Wur1rsT you are there, attend diligently ; ang 
apply to your own Conſcience whatever relates dc 
yourſelf h. | 

Be thankful, when your Sins are ſet before you; 
and reſolve to amend i, Or elſe thoſe very Ad- 
monitions will one Day riſe up in Judgmentagainſt | 

ou *. | 
: WHEn it is impoſſible for you to go to Church, 
I beg you would ſpend as much of your Time as 
poſſible, in Reading, Praying and devout Medita- 
tions. — And this ſhould others do likewiſe, when” 
they return from Church. 

Ir were greatly to be wiſh*d, that People of 
Faſhion would ſubmit to many Inconveniences, 
eſpecially on this Day, out of a Regard to the | 
Souls of their poor Servants. l 

B E aſſured, that whoever keeps from the pub- 
lic Worſhip any Part of this Day, or at any other 
Time, thro* Pride or Idleneſs, a worldly or careleſs 
Mind, or for any the like Cauſe ; ſuch a Perſon is 
ouilty of great Wickedneſs, Nor 1s it, in the 
leaſt, a better Excuſe, where Men are guilty of 
ſuch Omiſſions, out of a Compliment to their Com- 
pany. 

SoME People of little Wiſdom, and leſs Reli- 
gion, may ſometimes pretend it as a Reaſon for 
keeping from Church, that there is nothing but 
Prayers. As if it was a ſmall or trifling Matter, 

| to 

E 1 Cor. i. 23, 24. ch. ii. 10, 11. 2 Cor. ii. 16. Heb. iv.2, 
n St Mark iv. 14-20. St Luke viii. 18. St 1 
3 Plalm1. 16, 17. Prov. i. 5, 7. ch. iv. 13. ch. vi. 23. ch. 
ix. 9. ch. xii. 1. ch. xv. 10, 31, 32. ch. xvii. 10. ch. xxix. 1. 
St John iii. 20. 2 Tim. iii, 16g ch. iv, 2-4, 1 Exek. 
Ui, 19. ch. xxxili. 7—9. N ; 
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to aſſemble ourſelves together to hear the divine Word 
of God; to aſt Parden for our Sins; to implore for 
divine Grace; to return Thanks for Mercies received; . 
and to petition fer thoſe which are ſtill wanted both for 
Soul and Body * ! Surely, ſuch Perſons are igno- 
rant of what our bleſſed Lord has told us, that 
where two or three are gathered together in bis Name, 
tbere is He in the midſt of them', Or if they know 
this, it is plain they little regard it. And there- 
fore it would be happy for every Chriſtian, if he 
could ſay with his Heart, as well as with his Lips, 
— T was glad when they ſaid unto me, Let us go into © 
the Houſe of the Lord w. — Such a Frame of Spirit 
would get the better of many Excules and Difficul- 
ties, which too often keep People from the public 
Worſhip. ; 

UnpovusBTEDLyY ,that Promiſe of our holy Lord 
may likewiſe be extended to Family Prayer; and 
ought therefore to be a great Inducement to it. 

Bur now again, with regard to the Duties of 
the Sabbath in particular; perhaps ſome will ob- 
ject, that they work very laboriouſly ſix Days together, 
and that it is very hard, if they can't have à little 
Pleaſure one Day in ſeven. 

PooR, unhappy Men! Then you don't think 
much of working fix Days together for a little 
Food and Raiment ; but you think much of work- 
ing one Day in the Week, in order to get to Hea- 
ven! 

I nor r Gop will endue you with more Grace 
and Underſtanding than all this Reaſoning amounts 
to. And if you will but take my Advice, you 
will find in time, that ſerving of God is attended 
with much more Pleaſure, than any Diverſion 
which you can poflibly follow n. Bur 
* Palm xxii. 2 2. Pf. Ixvii. 35. Pf. xcv. 1, 2, 6. PC. 
evii. 32. Pf. cxi. 1. Ifaiah ii. 3. ch. lvi. 7. Acts ii. 42, 46. 
47. ch. Xii. 12. St Matth. xviii. 19, 20. m Pſalm 


exxli. 1. un Pſalm xix. 7— 11. Pf, Ixxxiv. 1, 2, 10. Pl. 
CXIX, 103, 127. | | 
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Bor ſtill it may be objected, that „ there is 
* no more Harm for a poor Man to break the 
«« Sabbath, than for a rich Man to do it.“ 

Ipo r ſay there is. And perhaps there may 
not be near ſo much. But what then? Will a 
poor Man venture to offend Go p, becauſe a rich 
Man may offend Him more? Go p forbid ! On 
the contrary, let both Rich and Poor take Care 

how they provoke that Gop, who is a conſuming 

Fire o. — And let the Rich, in particular, be 
careful, how they harden their Inferiors in break- 
ing any Part of the Sabbath, by their own bad Ex- 
ample. 

Bur further, I would recommend it to every 
one who can read, to have ſo much Charity for 
ſuch as cannot, as to read to them on a Sunday 
Evening, or at any Time when it is moſt proper 
and convenient, either out of the ſacred Writings, 
or ſome other pious and religious Book. 

Ap if Servants in the ſame Family would. 
thus employ ſome of their vacant Hours, it would 
turn greatly to their own Advantage, as well as to 
the Advantage of their Fellow-Servants. 

As to the ſacred Writings, always remember 
that They are able to make you wiſe unto Salvation, 

"through Faith which is in Chriſt Feſus v. 

Ap even tho? a Perſon ſhould not be able to 
read the Holy Scriptures himſelf; yet by attending 
carefully with a pious Mind, whilſt others are read- 
ing of them, ſuch a Chriſtian will not fail of the 
ſame divine Wiſdom, thro? the Aſſiſtance of Gop's 
Holy Spirit. 

Bur I deſire you would ever bear in Mind, 
that They are not the Word of Man, but the Word of 
God a. That all Scripture is given by ba 4 of 
God . And that holy Men of God ſpake, as they 


Wers 


* Heb. xii. 29. Deut. vii, 10. ch. xxxii, 41. Iſai. Iix. 18. 
y 2 Tim. iii. 15. 4 1 Theſſ. ii. 13. * 2 Tim. tt, 
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were moved by the Holy Ghoſt *, And therefore be 


ſure to read them, and to hear others read them, 
with all Humility and Devotion. 

Take Care how you preſume to jeſt with any 
Paſſage of Scripture, Never mention thoſe divine 
Writings without great Seriouſneſs. Never handle 


them without a becoming Reverence and Reſpect. 


The Word of God is too awful and too ſacred a 
Thing, to be treated with Contempt or Careleſſ- 
neſs, Gop Almighty has promiſed to regard 
thoſe who tremble at bis Word i. 

AN p therefore, what ſhocking Inſolence is it, 
to dare to joke with it? © Againſt whom, ſays the 
Almighty, do you ſport yourſelves u? Shun the 
Company of ſuch Perſons : and pray earneſtly, 
that Go p's holy Spirit may ſo open your Mind 
and theirs ; and ſo influence your Hearts , that 


the Goſpel of Chriſt may prove to each the Power of 


God unto Salvation X. 

AN let the following Words of the great 
Apoſtle have a due Weight upon your Thoughts. 
— If our Goſpel be bid, it is hid to them that are loſt : 
in whom the God of this World hath blinded the Mind; 
of them which believe not; leſt the Light of the glori- 
ous Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image of God, ſhould 
ſhine unto them J. ., 

AD therefore ſtrive ſincerely, and pray dili- 
gently for an humble, teachable, and devout Frame 
of Spirit, 

LET mehere likewiſe perſwade you to be tru- 
ly thankful to Gop, for having placed you under 
a Proteſtant Government; where the ſacred Scrip- 
tures are not locked up from you in an unknown 

Tongue; and where you are not debarred the full 
Uſe of them. ä Popiſb 


2 St Peter i. 21. St Matth. x. 20, St John xiv. 26. ch. 
xv. 26, ch. xvi. 13, 14. © Iſaiah Ixvi. 2. ” Ch. 
Ion. 4. w Palm cxix. 18. St John v. 44. ch. vii. 17. 
* Rom. i. 16, Y 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 
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where the ignorant People are ſtill kept in Igno- 
rance, and mult be contented with what deſigning 
Men ſee proper to teach them. PSs 

So that you can never be too tnanxful for fo 
great a Mercy, as the full and free Uſe of the di- 
vine Oracles of God; and which you mult not ex- 
pect to enjoy, but only under a Proteſtant Prince 
and Government. And therefore what wretched 
Proteſtants muſt thoſe be, who would help their 
moſt inveterate Enemies to undermine both. 

As to the ſacred Writings, let me here again 
preſs the frequent and ſerious ſtudy of them upon 
every one; inaſmuch as they are a perfect Trea- 
ſure of divine Wiſdom and Knowledge; which 
teach us the infallible Truths of Gop; and con- 
tain the whole expreſs Conditions of our eternal Sal- 
vation *. 


Tax next Duty, which I muſt enforce upon 
you, is the Receiving of the Bleſſed Sacrament, 

TH 1s is both to put you in mind of. what 
Chriſt has done and ſuffered for you; and to make 
over to you, unleſs it be your own Fault, all the 
Benefits of his precious Blood-ſhedding *, 

REMEMBER, I beg of you, that it is the Com- 
mand of your Great Lord and Maſter; and who 
will one Day fit in Judgment upon you v. And 
therefore if the Love of Chriſt cannot conſtraiu you; 
yet I exhort, that you would be perſwagded by the 
Terrors of the Lord e. 

Fo R how will you be able to ſtand in the Pre- 
ſence of your Judge, when you have lived in a 
wilful Neglect of his dying Command? 

HEA R your Lord's own Words, and learn to 

obcy 


* Jer. xxiii. 29. Acts xvii. 11 Rom. xv. 4. 2 Tin. He. 


15—17. Heb. iv. 12. a 1 Cor. x. 16. ch. xi. 23 26. 


d St Matth. xxvi. 26-28. St Luke xxii. 19, 20. St john v. 
22, 23, 27-29. Acts xvii. 31. Rom. ii. 10. 2 Thefl. i. 7, 8. 
2 Cor. v. 11, 14. | : 
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obey Him. F ye love me, ſays the holy Jeſus, 
keep my Commandments. Je are my Friends, if ye do 
whatſoever I command you. And why call ye me 
Lord, Lord, and do not the Things which I ſay * ? 
You ſee then, that Chriſt ny has told us, 
that we neither love Him, nor are we his Friends 
or Servants, if we obey not his Commandments. 
Bu T what muſt become of us, if our Lord will 
not own us to be his? Or what Anſwer can we 
make, when He demands the Reaſon of our neg- 
lecting his ſacred Precepts? We ſhall then find, 
that neither Riches nor Poverty, neither the Plea- 
ſures nor the Cares of this Life, neither great Learn- 
ing, nor the Want of it, will avail us any thing. 
Chriſt died for all; and therefore expects that 
all ſhould obey Him. 
As to Perſons of Leiſure and Abilities, ' and 
whoſe Circumſtances might afford them much 
Time for withdrawing from the World, they will 


be able to give but a ſad Account of themſelves, = 


it ſhall be found at the laſt, that they have neg- 
lected this great Duty thro? Pride or Lazineſs, or 
becauſe they have been Lovers of Pleaſures, Lovers 
of Vanity, Riches, Ambition, or of any thing elſe 
in the World, more than Lovers of God f. 

AN p as to others, will any dare to ſay, that 
he has not Riches, or Learning, or Leiſure ſufficient, 
to endeavour to be a righteous, a ſober and Ne 
Perſon ? 

For does it require more Leiſure to be honeſ?, 
than to rob and flea! ? Does it want more Time 
to avoid Sin, than to commit it? Does it need more 
Learning to beſeech (op to bleſs and pardon, than 
to atk for a Curſe? Or does it require more Rich's 
to live a ſober, a godly, and holy Lite, than to wal- 
low in Drunkenneſs, Profaneneſs, or Debauchers ? 


Lr 
4. St John xiv. 15. ch. xv. 14. St Luke vi. 46. © 2 Cor. 
v. 18. f 2 Tim. iii. 4. St Luke viii. 14, 1 Tim. v. 6. 


St James v. 5. 1 St John ii. 15, 16, 
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LET Mankind then no longer make uſe of 


ſuch fooliſh and wicked Excuſes, which will here- 
after certainly cover them with everlaſting Shame 
and Confuſion. 
Bux now, if you are really willing to ſubmit 

to this Command of CnRisT ; but are afraid to 
eat and drink unworthily s; let me deſire you only 
to comply with what follows, and you will then 
have no further Reaſon to be afraid. 


For if you will truly and earneſtly repent you of 


your Sins. If you will be in Love and Charity with 
your Neighbours. If you ſincerely intend to lead a 
net Life; following the Commandments of God, and 
walking from henceforth in his holy Ways; then draw 
near with Faith, and take this Holy Sacrament to 
our Comfort h. 1 

How EVER don't content yourſelf with receiving 
it now and then, by Fits and Starts; but live in 
a conſtant and regular Performance of this great 
Duty. And take a particular Care, that your 
whole Lite be ſuitable to the Goſpel of CHRIST I: 
or elſe your receiving of the Sacrament will prove 
to little Purpoſe. | 

LET your Station and Circumſtances be what 


they will, let me exhort you not to ſatisfy your- 


ſelf with a mere ovut/:de Devotion k. 

Take care you prove not of the Number of 
thoſe, who have a Form of Godlineſs ; but deny the 
Power of it. Who profeſs that they know God; 
but in Works deny bim m | 
| | THaT 


E 1 Cor. xi. 27—29. b The Communion Service. 
St Matth. vi. 14, 15. ch. xvill. 21—35. St John xiii. 


34, 35. ck. xv. 1 2, 13. Rom. vi. 6, 11=13, 18, 19. 


1 Cor. xi. 28, 31. Col. iii. 5, 8—10, 12—15. Heb. x. 
19—22. 1 St John iii. 10, 11, 14— 19. ch. iv. 11, 12, 20, 21. 
1 Ephel. iv. 1-3. Philipp. i. 9—11, 27. Col. i. 10. ch. 
iv. 12 1 Thefl. ii. 12. ch. iv. 1. k Pſalm Ixvi. 18. 
Prov. xxili. 26. St Matth. xxiii. 27, 28. St Luke xvi. 13. 
2 Tim. iii. 5. m Tit. i. 16. 
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[THAT is, Men who are religious in Appear- 
ance only; but who do not worſhip God in Spirit 
and in Truth ® : With holy and devout Affections, 
in the Sincerity of their Hearts and Minds; and 
by the Actions of their whole Lives o. 

Or ſuch Hypocrites it may well be ſaid, — De- 
cetving and being deceived o for whilſt they deceive 


others, they are molt fatally deceived themſelves. 


Acain, too many are apt to think they are 
quite ſafe, if they are not guilty of any notorious 
and ſcandalous Crimes: eſpecially, if they come 
ſometimes to Church; and behave quietly and 
inoffenſively at Home. However, I deſire ſuch 
Perſons to conſider, that whoſoever ſhall keep the 
whole Law, and yet offend in one Point, he is guilly 
of all», That is, he is guilty of offending that 
Gop, who has commanded all the Dgw to be 
kept; and who will therefore certaigly puniſh 
him for daring to break any one of his divine 
Precepts. So that our Obedience muſt be ſincere 
and univerſal : it muſt proceed from the Heart, 
and extend to every Commandment of the Goſpel. 
Otherwiſe our Righteouſneſs is only the Righteouſ- 
neſs of the Scribes and Phariſees : and our bleſſed 
Saviour has aſſured us, that unleſs our Righteouſ- 
neſs ſhall exceed theirs, we ſhall in no caſe enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven a. | | 

OR if we imagine, that the bare calling upon 
Him will be ſufficient for us, He has fully ac- 
quainted us, that we are ſadly miſtaken. For 
theſe are the expreſs Words of the Son of Go p; 
Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he that doth 
the Will of my Father, which is in Heaven r. 

6 You 


St Matth. v. 16. Ch. vii. 
: oo Tim. li. % . 
r Ch. vii. 21. 


n St John iv. 24. 
19-23. Philipp. ii. 15. 
James ii. 10. 4. St Matth. v. 20. 
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Tov ſee then, that if we expect to get to 
Heaven, we muſt be truly and inwardly Religi- 
ous * ; and we muſt live in the ſincere and conftant 
Performance of the hole Will of God, to the ut- 

moſt of our Abihties*. 

Bur here, let none be ſo weak as to fancy, 
that there is Danger of being too much a Chriſtian, 
or of advancing too far in Helineſs or real Goodneſs. 
Our holy Lord has pronounced them bleſſed, who 
hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs " : and we need 

not be afraid, that we ſhall hunger and thirſt too | 
much. Therefore only take Care to avoid ſuch 
Righteouſneſs as is falſe and counterfeit 3 with which 
you may very eaſily over-abound, 
THe leaſt Degree of Hypocriſy is certainly 
too much. And you may undoubtedly have too 
much Superſtition, or too much Zeal without Know- 
ledge w,; but you cannot have too much Knowledge 
- your Duty, nor be too perfef? in the Practice 

of it. | | 

Tu E inſpired Apoſtle St Paul, was plainly of 
this Opinion, — This one Thing I do, ſays that holy 
Man, forgetting thoſe Things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto theſe Things which are before, I 
preſs toward the Mark for the Prize of the high Call- 
ing of God in Chriſt Feſus x. | 
Buer this will ſtil] further appear from his 
praying, that the Coleſſians might be filled with the 
| Knowledge of the divine Will, in all Wiſdom and ſpi- 
ritual Underſtanding : that they might walk worthy 
of the Lord unto all pleafing, being fruitful in every 
good Work, and encreaſing in the Knowledge of God v. 
And to the ſame Effect is his Prayer for the Phi- 
lippians *. 
HowEverR, 


St Mark xi. 30. t St Matth xxv. 19—23. 
Pſalm cxix. 17, 2 Cor. i. 12. ch. v. 15. Gal. ii. 20. 
St Matth. v. 6. w Rom. x. 2. x Philipp. 
iii. 13, 14. y Col. i. 9, 10. 2 Philipp. i. 911. 
St John xv. 18. Epheſ. v. 810. 2 St Pet. iu. 18. 
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- to How vz R, though there be no Danger of be- 
ligi- {ng 400 good ; yet there is great Danger of being 
tant Proud of our Goodneſs : and therefore this is what 
> ut- every one ſhould carefully guard againſt . Theſe 


ords of our bleſſed Lord ought ſurely to keep 
- humble, — ben ye ſhall have done all thoſe 

ngs which are commanded you, ſay, We are un- 
_ Servants : we have done that which was 
our duty to do d. 
E T us always remember, that our beſt Ac- 
ons are full of Imperfection .; and that when 

bur Fruits of Righteouſneſs prove to the Glory and 
Praiſe of God, it is owing entirely to our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt 4, 


zinly Sven Conſiderations will conſtantly keep the 
> too beſt of Men from ſwelling Thoughts of their own 
now- Perfection or Righteouſneſs, Since whatever Grace 
ledge Nor Virtue they have, they receive from Gop * : and 


hatever they do, is only accepted, as we at firſt 
obſerved, through our bleſſed Lord f. He it is 


ly of chat delivered us from the Wrath to come ?; and by 
holy Vim it is, that God bath 4 nted us to obtain Sal- 
and vation nd. And therefore it highly becomes us to 
we, J 


aſcribe the Whole to the Prat "ſe of the Glory of his 
race, wherein He hath mage us accepted in the 


beloved i. 


n his 
ib the You are further to reflect, that our bleſſed 
id fpi- NPaviour has cautioned us, neither to give Alms *, 
vortby or to Faſt', out of Pride or vain Glory. And 
every therefore our private Faſting ſhould be as private, 
God, s the Nature of ſuch a religious Action can be: 
> Phi- C 2 and 
8 Job ix. it Ch wiz. „6. St Matth. v. 3. ch. xi. 29. 
VER, WP Cor. xiii. 4. d $t Luke xvii. 10. © Exod. 
g—23- xvii, 38, Iſaiah Ixiv. 6. 4 Philipp. 1 © 1 Cor. 
ii. 20. 7. St James i. 17. f Heb. xili. 15. 1 St Pet. ii. 5. 
Philipp. 1 Theſſ. i. 10. n Ch. v. 9. St John xi. 25 26. 
9—11. Epheſ. i. 6. * St Matth. vi. 1-4. Ver. 
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and it ſhould be performed with great Humilit) 
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of Mind, and a View to our Improvement ut 
Religion ”. | 

As to our Alms, they muſt be given, out of 
ſincere Regard to the Honour of Gop, the Com 
mands of Chriſt, the Benefit of our own Souls 
and the ſpiritual and temporal Happineſs of others 
And when theſe are the true and real Deſigns o 
our Hearts, then whether our Alms are private 0 
public, we are equally performing a great and im 
portant Duty. 

Fo R though our Alms are ordered to be! 
ſecret u, we are not to underſtand our holy Lord, 
as if he abſolutely forbid the diſcovering our Cha- 
rities to the World. For he has expreſsly com- 
manded, Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, tha 
they may ſee your good Works, and glorify your Fa. 
ther which is in Heaven. And therefore, in or- 
der to ſhew a good Example, and to excite other: 
to their Duty v, it may be often neceſſary for Man- 
kind to make no Secret of their Charities. 

So that our bleſſed Saviour is only to be un. 
 Merſtood, as forbidding us to give Alms publicly 
out of a proud or vain-glorious Deſign. 

Bur now, conſidering the amazing Conde- 
ſcenſion and Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, tha 
though he was rich, yet for our Sakes he becami 
poor, that wwe through bis Poverty might be rich 
I ſay, conſidering this, and that He hath left us aft 
Example, that we ſhould follow hif Steps *, we ought 
to think ourſelves under the ſtrþngeſt Obligations 
to do all the Good we can both to the Souls and ; 
Bodies of Men. 

Ax vp unſpeakable Good might the Rich do 

to both, were their Hearts and Minds but tho- 


rough 
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oughly influenced by the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
ould: every rich Man only learn this impor- 
ant Leſſon of the Holy Spirit, — Love not the 
Vorld, neither the Things that are in the World *; 
How many Thouſands and ten Thouſands of 
Souls might be converted to the Knowledge of 
briſt * * How many Thouſands and ten Thouſands 
ff his poor ſuffering Brethren might have their va- 
ious Wants ſupplied ” ; who are unable of them- 
elves to ſupply thoſe Wants ? | 
T x x holy Spirit of Gop ſufficiently acquaints 
s, that where a Love of the World is, there the 
ve of the Father is not v. Whoſo bath this World's 
god, faith the ſame divine Spirit, and ſeeth bis 
Brother have Need, and ſhptiteth up his Bowels of Com- 


paſſion from him, how dwelleth the Love of God in 


bim * ? | 

Bu T here People are apt moſt fatally to de- 
lude themſelves, They think they have very 
amply diſcovered their Compaſſion, and conſequent- 
ly, that they are not devoid of the Love of God, if 
they adminiſter ſome ſmall Portion out of their 
large Abundance, 

Bu T they would do well to conſider, that if 
their Charities be not proportioned to their own 
Abilities, and the Neceſſities of others, whether 
there be not more of the Love of the World in their 
Hearts, and much Jeſs of the Love of God, than 
they care to acknowledge 2: | 

Anp indeed it is a very melancholy Reflec- 
tion, ſo often to find Perſons of large Incomes in- 
dulging in all the Luxury, and Vanities and Foole- 
ries of Life; or elſe miſerably hoarding up their 
Treaſure to enrich a few Dependants; whilſt ſuch 

8 infinite 


t Acts xxvi. 17, 18. Prov. 
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infinite Numbers want proper Relief both for Soul 
and Body 

Charge them, ſays the Holy Spirit, that are rich 
in this World, that they be not high minded, nor truf 
in uncertain Riches, — But that they do Good, tha 
they be rich in good Works, ready to diſtribute, will. 
ing to communicate; laying up in ſtore for themſelve 
a good Foundation againſt the Time lo come, that they 
may lay bold on eternal Life* . 
So that whether through Covetouſneſs or a 
worldly Mind, we lay up much Goods and Treaſur: 


for many Years, without being rich towards Gad; 


or whether we. lay out our Riches to gratify the 
Corruptions of our Hearts; we are either Way 
guilty of violating the Goſpel of Chriſt b. 

Ir were greatly to be wiſhed, that ſuch kind 
of Reflections would ſink deep into the Hearts of 
_ thoſe, who have too long been wanting in this 
divine Love both to Go p and Man. 

Ap that they would not content themſel ve: 
with doing little Things; where Go p has put it 
abundantly in their Power to abound in this Wort 
of the Lord. For in ſhort, let rich Men imagine 
what they pleaſe, they will find at the Laſt, that 
they were only Stewards of their Riches ; and 
that they muſt one Day give an Account of their 
Stewardſhip. 

AN p moreover, fince Gop Alm)jghty will 
accept of a willing Mind, and according to what a 
Man hatha; and ſince Men are commanded to 
work with their own Hands, that they muy have 1 
give to him that needeth * ; it is therefore plain, 
that Go p expects ſuch Charities from the lower 
Part of Mankind, as they are able to beſtow. 

Ler 

* 1 Tim. vi. 17—19. * St Luke xii. 15—21. 
Col. iii. 5. St Matth. vi. 19—21. b Gal, v. 26. 
Philipp. iti. 19. 1 Tim. vi. 810, St James iv. 3. ch. 
BL c x St Pet. iv. 10. Rom. xii, G=m=$, 
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Lr the poorer Part of the World remember 
to their Comfort, that the F/idoto's tuo Mites were 
graciouſly regarded by the Son of Gop ; and 
even preferred to the larger Offerings of the Rich; 
as being a more conſiderable Gift, with reſpect to 
her Subſtance ; and therefore as proceeding from 
a more charitable\and pious Heart, 

AND withal, \et every one whatever bear in 
Mind, that God lodeth a chearful Giver ; that 
with ſuch Sacrifices is well pleaſed® ;, and that 
our holy Lord has himſelf declared, — I is more 
bleſſed to give than to receive. 


Lr me next adviſe you, to make a ſuitable 
Uſe of every Sickneſs or Trouble that may befal you. 

ALways call to Mind, that Afliction cometh not 
forth of the Duſt, neither doth Trouble ſpring out of 
the Ground *. That is, theſe Things do not hap- 
pen by Chance; but are deſigned by Go p Al- 


mighty for our everlaſting Benefit l. And there- 


fore He has thus commanded, — In the Day of 
Adverſily conſider m. Hear ye the Rod, and who 
bath appointed ut n. 

EXAMINE Carefully into your Life and Beha- 
viour, and conſider for what Reaſons the Al- 
mighty may have laid his ſacred H ind upon you. 
Take eſpecial Care, that his Chaſtiſements bring 
you back to your Duty, and that they anſwer in 
every Reſpect the End for which they were ſent. 

REMEMBER that God reſiſteth the Proud; but 
giveth Grace to the Humble. And therefore, un- 
leſs you humble yourſelf in the Sight of God, He will 
never lift you up”. 
| C4 | | Pray 

t St Mark xii, 41—44. s 2 Cor. ix. 6, 7. 
n Heb. xiii. 16. Philipp. iv. 18. St Matth. Xxv. 3446. 


i Acts xx. 35. * Job v. 6. Ifaiah xlv. 7. Amos 
ii. 6. 1 Rom, viii, 28. 2 Cor. iv. 17. Heb. xii. 
5—11. m Eccleſ. vii. 14. = Micah vi. . 


* $t James iv, 6. Þ Ver, 10. 1 St Pet. v. 5,6. 
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Pray earneſtly that you may be endued with 
Patience, and an entire Submiſſion to the divine 
Willa. And that you may be able to fay with 
your holy Lord, — If this Cup may not paſs away 
from me except I drink it, thy Will be done". 

Be ſtrictly careful, that you do not provoke 
Gop by perliſting in Sin, when He thus invites 
you to repent and be ſaved. And be equally care- 
ful, that you don't juſt repent for a Time, and 
then return again to your Vices and Follies : for 
then your laſt State will be worſe than the firſt *. 

Bu T petition earneſtly at the Throne of Grace, 
that Gop's Holy Spirit may ſanctify all your Suf- 
ferings; and that you may make ſuch a ſuitable 
Uſe of them, that you may be able to ſay with 
the Pſalmiſt, —Before I was afflifted, I went aſtray, 
but now have I kept thy Word. It is good for me, 
that I have been afflifted, that I might learn thy 
Statutes *, 

AN Þ let me intreat you to fly far from the 
Practice of too many miſerable Creatures, who 
inſtead of thus drawing nigh to God, that He might 
draw nigh to them“; either rely upon vain and 
idle Amuſements, which will only ſkin over their 
Wounds *.; or elſe attempt to drown their Sor- 
rows or uneaſy Thoughts, by Drunkenneſs. 

THIS may undoubtedly lay a guilty Conſcience 
aſleep for the preſent ; but ſuch a Method will 
only aggravate its Guilt, and redouble its Rage, 
when it comes to awake *, 

AND therefore be ſtrictly careful to anſwer at 
the Call of Gop 7; that ſo your Afflictions, whe- 


ther 


4 1 Sam. iii. 18. Job ii. 10. Jer. x. 19. Lament. iii. 
39, 40. Micah vii. 9. St Matth. vi. 10. St John xviii. 11. 
Rom. v. 3, 4. Col. i. 11. Heb. vi. 12. ch. xii. 1. St 
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ther of Mind, Body, or Eſtate, may prove a Means 
of reconciling you to Go p, and promoting your 


« 
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eternal Salvation. 
Upon your Recovery from Pain or Sickneſs, 


diſcover the Truth and Sincerity of your Thank- 


fulneſs to Go p, by the Amendment and Obe- 
dience of your whole Life *. Andlet theſe Words 
of our holy Lord be often preſent to your 
Thoughts, — Bebold, thou art made whole ; ſin 
no more, leſt a worſe Thing come unto thee *, 

Bur if your Afffictions of any Sort don't make 
you better than they found you, your Cale is 


very melancholy and deplorable. And indeed, 


the Threatning of Gop Almighty by his Prophet, 
is very applicable to ſuch unhappy Perſons; — Be- 
cauſe I have purged thee, and thou waſt not purged, 
thou ſhalt not be purged from thy Filthineſs any more, 
till J have cauſed my Fury to reſt upon thee®. And 


let all ſuch thoroughly conſider, that i is, a fearful 


Thing to fall into the Hands of the living God e. 
\ 


Lr me here earneſtly exhort thoſe that are 
Young, to purſue carefully the following Direc- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, — Remember now thy 
Creator in the Days of thy Youth, while the evil Days 
come not, nor the Years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt 


| ſay, I have no Pleaſure in them d. 


HAT I have already recommended to all in 
general, I muſt now recommend to You in parti- 
cular ; and that is, that you would be exceedingly 
careful what Company you keep. 

NoTHING tends more to the Ruin of young 
People, than the Converſation and Society of 
thoſe who want- Virtue and Religion. It is a fa- 


tal 

z Heb. xii. 11, 28. Rev. iii. 19. = St John v. 14. 

b Ezekiel xxiv. 13. Jer, v. 3. Amos iv. 11, © Heb. 
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2 when once you begin to approve of ſuch 
| V. 1 

B 3 that where the Fear of Gop is not, 
there can be no Safety or Security for you. And 
moreover, if you are truly wiſe, you will alſo 
ſnun many Diverſions, which thoughtleſs People 
ſuppoſe there is no Harm in. | 

REMEMBER that whatever is not ſuitable to the 
Gravity and Modeſty becoming the Goſpel of 
_ Chriſt, is not ſuitable for any modeſt Chriſtian. 
Ax p therefore be careful to avoid all Light- 
neſs of Mind and Behaviour; and whatever may 
lead to either. 

Anp asI take Dancing to be at beſt but a light and 
triſting Diverſion; and which is known to have 
been too often attended by very fatal Conſequen- 
ces; I therefore earneſtly caution you againſt it. 

BEWARE of every Thing, let it ſeem ever ſo 
ſmall, which may carry you away from Gop; 
which may cauſe you to neglect your Duty, or 
miſ-ſpend your Time. He that contemneth ſmall 
Thing ſays the wiſe Man, hall fall by little and 

ttle ©. 

| Many Perſons have been undone by this very 
Means. They have ventured from one little Folly 
and Indiſcretion to another, till they have found 
themſelves upon the Brink of Ruin. 

Do you begin early in Life to dedicate your- 
ſelf ro the Service of Chriſt, by living in a con- 
ſtant Obedience to his divine Goſpel. Pray daily 
for the Aſſiſtance of Gop's Holy Spirit: for it is 
not in Man that walketh to direct his Steps ft. Let 
his divine Word be frequently your Study and Me- 
ditation . Tremble at the Thoughts of any ſin- 
ful Action. Advance diligently in Religion: for 

there is no ſtanding ſtill in it. If we don't gain 
Ground, we ſhall certainly loſe it. Remember 

that 


* Esctleſiaſt. xix, 1, f Jer. x, 23. , Pſalm cxix. 916 
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that the Wages of Sin is Deatbh : and that for all 
Giaful Pleaſures, God will bring you into Fudgment i, 
Ir any indiſcreet Perſon ſhould tell you, tbere 
is Danger of being melancholy, when you grow ſerious 
in Religion; —tell ſuch weak People, that 2he 
Want of Seriouſneſs is a much more dangerous State. 
For where one Perſon is thus hurt, by ap- 
plying cloſe to Religion; there are thouſands loſt 


Lr me therefore admoniſh and exhort you 
to accuſtom yourſelves betimes to a ſtrictly religi- 
ous Life. And you will certainly find by your 
own happy Experience, that the Ways of Religi- 
on are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and that all ber Paths 
are Peace k. 

BAD Men indeed, through a ſeared Conſci- 
ence and Hardneſs of Heart, too often enjoy a 
fatal Quiet and Repoſe. However, they will one 
Day find to their Sorrow, that the Wicked are like 
the troubled Sea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe Waters 
caſt up Mire and Dirt. There is no Peace, ſaith my 
Cod, to. the Wicked". | 


Bu rt now, if you have unhappily neglected 
your Creator in the Days of your Youth, be careful 
by a double Diligence, to redeem the Tim 
is loſt : and ſtrive with the greateſt Zeal and Ear- 
neſtneſs w to work out your Salvati 


of" ; and therefore you muſt take th 
Think no Labour or Trouble too much, 
be neceſſary to free you from thoſe fatal _— 
tions of Heart. \ 


— | Bron 
s e x 4 
n Rom. vi. 23. i Eecleſ. xi. 9. k Prov. 9 
iii. 17, 18. 1 Tfaiah lvii. 20, 21. m St Matth. ; 
xv. 113, St Luke xiii, 24-27, * Jer, xiii. 23. 
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BEOIN then, whilſt you have the Enjoyment 
of your Health, to repent of your paſt Life o. 
Humbly confeſs your Sins to Gop v; and earneſtly 
implore the Pardon of them, through Jeſus Chriſt *, 
with a true Godly Sorrow *, 

AT the ſame Time reſolve, through divine 
Aſſiſtance *, to lead an entire new Life * ; and 
conſtantly pray for Gop's Holy Spirit to enable 
you thus to do®. And be careful to uſe your own 
utmoſt Endeavours to avoid all Sin, and whatever 
may lead you to it w. 

For ſo our holy Lord has commanded us, to 
watch and pray, that we enter not into Temptation *. 
Take eſpecial Care, that you don't undo all your 
Repentance, and thus forfeit the divine Pardon, 
either by returning to your former Sins, or by en- 
gaging in the Practice of any other. | 

Bur further, you muſt not forget that you 
are obliged to make Reſtitution, to the utmoſt 
of your Power, for whatever Fraud or Injury you 
have been guilty of . 

T AIs is ſo neceſſary a Branch of true Repent- 
ance ; that I can promiſe Pardon to none without it. 

True Repentance ſignifies a great deal more, 
than moſt People are apt to imagine, 


Becavsr 


© Iſaiah i. 16, 17. St Matth. ix. 13. St Luke xiii. 3, 5. 
Acts iii. 19. Rom. ii. 4, 5. ch. xiii. 1214. p Job. 
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Luke xxiv. 47. St John xiv. 13, 14. ch. xvi. 23, 24. 
Acts xx. 21. ch. xxvi. 18. Rom. iii. 24, 25. Ephel. 1.7. 
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B cus without ſuch Reſtitution ; and with- 
out a new Heart, and a new Spirit * ; without this 
entire Change and Renewal of our Nature“; our 
Sorrow is no godly Sorrow, nor will our Repent- 
ance prove Repentance to Salvation, And there- 
fore let me beſeech you, as you love your own 
Soul, that you fall not into that fatal Snare of 
putting off your Repentance, till you come to a 
Death-Bed. For this, it is greatly to be feared, 
has ruined Thouſands and ten Thouſands of Souls. 

Trex preſent Time is all we have in our 
Power; and we ſhall only grow hardened thro the 
Deceitfulneſs of Sin; and grieve the Holy Spirit of God v. 

LET us therefore /egk the Lord while he may 
be found; and call upon Him while be is near®. 
For behold, now is the accepted Time; behold, now 
is the Day of Salvation d. | 

So that as you hope to enjoy the Love and Fa- 
vour of Gop, let this Caution fully influence your 
Heart. And as you deſire to die the Death of the 
Righteous ; let me beſeech you to live the Life of 
the Righteous. 

Bu T you may poſlibly aſk, — Hhether the 
Thief upon the Croſs did not receive Mercy *? And 
whether the Labourers, who came in at the eleventh 
Hour, were not rewarded as much as the Others s. 

ALL theſe Things are certainly true; but yet 
whoever makes uſe of theſe Inſtances to encourage 
himſelf in Sin, does only wreſk4be Scriptures 10 2 
own Deſtruction h. 

PR Ax conſider with yourſelf, whether the 
Thief upon the Croſs broke any Precept of the 


; Goſpel, 
= Pfalm-li. 10. Ezek. xi. 19. ch. xviii. 31. ch. xxxvi. 
26. ® Rom. xii. 2. Gal. vi. 15. Epheſ. iv. 22—24. 
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Goſpel, after he had believed on the Son of Gop ? 


Or did he not rather ſpend the little Time he 
had left, like a true Convert to Chriſt ? 

Dip he not immediately renounce his Sins, and 
condemn both himſelf and his wicked Compa- 
nion? And did he not own his Lord and Savi- 
our in the Sight of thoſe Men, who were cru- 
cifying the Lord of Life, and Glory, and were 
treating Him with all the Rage and Scorn, and 
Contempt in their Power ? 

AnDd is it then any Wonder, if our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, at ſo extraordinary a Seaſon, and upon ſo 
particular an Occaſion, ſhould ſhew a Miracle of 
Mercy to ſo extraordinary a Penitent ? W 

BuT what has the Caſe of any wicked Chriſtian 
to do with this? Did he never hear of his Saviour, 
till he came upon a Deaib.- Bed? Did he never 
break the Goſpel of Chriſt, after he had believed 
on Him? Or did he renounce his Sins, and his 
Companions in Wickedneſs, as ſoon as ever he 
was acquainted with his Lord and Saviour? There 
is no wicked Chriſtian who can plead any Thing 
like this: and therefore ſince their Caſes are ſo 
entirely different, it is mere Madneſs and Preſump- 

tion to look for the ſame Succeſs. 

As to the Labourers, that Parable appears 
plainly to relate to the Calling of the Jews and 
Gentiles, in ſuch different Ages of the World, as 
infinite Wiſdom judged proper; and conſequent- 
ly it can have nothing to do with-a Death-Bed Re- 
pentance. But tho? even this ſhould be ſuppoſed ; 
yet ſurely here is no Inducement for Men to perſiſt 
in their Sins, 
Fox they, who were hired at the eleventh Hour, 
moſt certainly accepted the very firſt Invitation. 
It is evident, that they ſtood idle, for no other 
Reaſon, but becauſe na Man had hired them.. The 
too 
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took the firſt Opportunity which offered, without 
the leaft Delay, the leaſt Neglect, or Refuſal. So 


that it was none of their Fault, that they went no 
ſooner into the Vineyard. 


Bur what has this to do with Men, who are 


regardleſs of every Call of Gop ; and every gra- 
cious Invitation * ? Who are perpetually called up- 
on ; but who refuſe to take any due Notice of 
whatever can be ſaid to them? | 

HoweveR, as to ſuch unhappy Perſons, as 
have neglected their Repentance to a Dying- Bed; 
let them cry Night and Day for Mercy through 
the Blood of Chriſt ', Let them be truly afflied, 
and mourn, and weep : let their Laughter be turned 
to Mourning ; and their Joy to Heavineſs w. Let 
ſuch petition with the greateſt Earneſtneſs and Con- 


ſtancy, that Gop would create in them a clean 


Heart; and renew a right Spirit within them. That 
He would 20 caſt them away from his Preſence ; 
nor take his Holy Sprit from them”, But that He 
would grant them a broken and contrite Heart o. 
That He would afford them ſuch a Senſe of their 
Guilt, that they may be aſbamed and confounded for 
their Ways v: and may lothe themſelves in their own 
Sight, for all the Evils that they have committed *. © 

Ina Word, let ſuch pray with the deepeſt Hu- 
mility and the moſt fervent Zeal, that Gop would 
give them Repentance; — that they may recover 
themſelves out of the Snare of the Devil, who have 
been taken captive by him at bis Will ©. 

To this Effect would I adviſe Perſons in thoſe 
unhappy Circumſtances ; but let me once more 
entreat and exhort you, as you love your. own 
Soul, truſt not to a Death-Bed Repentance, 


Ax p 

k 2 Cor. v. 11, 20; Rev. iii. 20. 1 Rom. iii. 26. 
Epheſ. i. 7. m St James iv. g. a Pſalm li. 
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Anp moreover, to encourage you to the ſtrict 
Practice of Religion, in the Time of Health and 
Strength, you may be ſatisfied that you will ſe- 
cure the Love and Favour of Gop ; and be able 
to lie down on the Bed of Sickneſs and Languiſh- 
ing, with a quiet and peaceable Conſcience *, 
For you may be aſſured, that he Blood of Chriſt 
will cleanſe you from all Sin . That you will be 
juſtified freely by divine Grace, through the Redemp- 
tion that is in Feſus Chriſt * and that being thus 
juſtified by ſuch a living and true Faith, you will 
in due Time have Peace with God, through our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt v. 

Anp what Man in his Senſes would exchange 
ſuch a State, for the Poſſeſſion of the whole World? 

THERE 1s indeed no Doubt to be made, but 
the leading ſuch an exact Life as is agreeable to 
the Goſpel of CyrIsT, will expoſe you to much 
Laughter and Contempt from wicked and thought- 
leſs Men x. | 

BuT remember that your great Lord and Maſ- 
ter endured the Croſs, and deſpiſed the Shame v. And 
if you have not Courage and Reſolution enough 


to take up your Croſs and follow him, you are not 
_ worthy of him *. 


AN p therefore ſeriouſly reflect with yourſelf, 
whether it be not worth while to undergo even 
great Contempt and Lols *, and to uſe the utmoſt 
Pains and Diligence b, in order to obtain eternal 
Happineſs, and to avoid eternal Miſery * 


FREQUENTLY 
3 x1 St John iii. 21. . u Rom. 
iii. 24. Ch. v. 1. St James ii. 14—26. 18t 
John i. 6, 7. ch. ii. 3—6. ch. iii. 10, 22—24. ch. v. 
3—5. x Pſalm Ixix. 10o— 12. Pſalm cxix. 51. Prov. 
xiv. 9. St Matth. v. 10o— 12. 1 Tim. iv. 10. 2 Tim. 
iz. i 3 Pet. iv. . $4, 16. y Heb. xii. 2. 
St Matth. x. 38. Heb. xi. 25, 26. ch. xiii. 13. 1 St 
Pet. ii. 19-21. = Philipp. ili. 7— 12. d St 


Mark ix. 43—48. 2 St Pet. i. 10. 


f SE oe AE ad 


to the ſtrict Practice of Chriſtianity. 49 
 FrequenTLy call to Mind, that we muſt all 
appear before the judgment Seat of Chriſt, that every 
one may receive the Things done in his Body, accord- 
ing to that be bath done, whether it be good or bad . 
T hat the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven, 
with bis mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, taking Ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and that obey not 
the Goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Who fhall be 
pumſhed with everlaſting Deſtruction from the Preſence 
of the Lord, and from the Glory of his Power %, 
AN p on the other Hand, often fix your 


Thoughts on the unſpeakable Happineſs prepared 


for every true Diſciple of Chrif. 

REMEMBER, that tbe Work of Righteouſneſs ſhall 
be Peace; and the Effect of Akan, Dnietneſs 
and Aſſurance for ever *, That in the Preſence 
God is fulneſs of Foy, and at his right Hand are 
pd for evermore*f, Remember, that he 
Righteous ſhall ſhine forth as the Sun in the Kingdom 
of their Father s, That the Sufferings of this preſent 
Time are not worthy to be compared with the Glor 
which ſhall be revealed in us n: And that Eye bath 
not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have entered into the 
Heart of Man, the Things which God hath prepared 
for them that love Him i. 

Txt Holy Spirit acquaints us, that theſe er- 
ceeding great and precious Promiſes are given unto us, 
that by theſe we might be Partakers of the divine Na- 
tures, That is, that we might ſtrive to be re- 
newed in the Spirit of our Mind“; and become new 
Creatures”, And which renewed and ſanctified 


D Frame 

S. 23 Cor. v. 10. d 2 Theſſ. i. 79. St Matth. 
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Frame of Soul the Holy Spirit of Gop would 


work in us, if we did not hinder it by our Vices 
and Follies ®. . 
Bur if we cannot be wrought upon by theſe 

Promiſes, to be thus made Partakers of the divine 
Nature, they are then entirely loſt upon us. 

HoweveR, if we have any true Regard to our 

eternal Salvation, let us, without the leaſt Delay, 
cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of the Fleſh and 
Spirit, perfecting Holineſs in the Fear of God. For 
ſince we are aſſured that he Day of the Lord will 
come as a Thief in the Night; in the which the Hea- 
vens ſhall paſs away with a great Nuiſe, and the Ele- 
ments ſhall melt with fervent Feat, the Earth alſo, 
and the Works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up. I 
ſay, ſince we are aſſured hat all theſe Things ſhall 
be diſſolved, what manner of Perſons ought we to be 
in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs v? | 


Bur now in the laſt Place, I muſt give ſome 
Directions to all thoſe ſincere and pious Chriſtians, 
who are truly willing to accept gf a Saviour upon 
his own Terms; and who 2 to do any 
thing in order to be ſaved a/ for it may ſeem meet 
to the adorable Wiſdom of Gop, often to exerciſe 
ſuch Perſons with many Doubts and Fears concern- 
ing their everlaſting State. 

Lr me therefore perſuade ſuch to perſiſt firm 
and conſtant in their Duty; and not to be weary in 
evell-doing : for in due Seaſon they ſhall reap, if they 
faint not *, They that thus ſow in Tears, ſhall reap 
in Foy*, Let their preſent Doubts and —_— 

e 


n Acts v. 32. Rom: viii. 13, 14. ch. xv. 16. 1 Cor. 
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be ever ſo great; and even tho they walk through 


the Valley of the Shadow of Death; they need fear 


no Evil; for God is with them ;, his Rod and his Staff 
will comfort them *, 
THre1r Lord graciouſly invites them to himſelf, 


 witha Promiſe to give them reſt v. Let them, how- 


ever, be careful to learn of Him, whois meek and lowly 
in Heart: and they need not fear, but they hall 


find Reſt unto their Souls w. They may be aſſured 


He will neither break the bruiſed Reed, nor quench 
the ſmoaking Flax x. That is, He will not diſ- 
courage the leaſt real Beginnings of a broken and 
contrite Heart ; nor extinguiſh any Spark or Ap- 
pearance of divine Grace; but He will mercifully 
accept and cheriſh both the One and the Qther. 
Lr nothing then prevent ſuch Perſons from 
praying frequently, and waiting patiently on their 


Gop*. And they may be confident of this very 


Thing, that He which hath begun a good Work in them, 
will perform it until the Day of Feſus Chriſt *. 
LI them therefore not be diſcouraged, even 
tho* they meet with many Trials and Sufferings : 
but let them, as the Holy Spirit has commanded, 
count it all Foy, when they fall into divers Tempta- 
tions; knowing this, that the Trying of their Faith 
worketh Patience. Only let them take Care, by 
Prayer and Watchfulneſs, that Patience may bave 
Ber perfect Work b: and that the Trial of their Faith 
may be found unto Praiſe, and Honour, and Glory, at 
the Appearing of Feſus Chriſt ©, For they that Hall 
endure unto the End, the ſame ſhall be ſaved. 
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Lr their ſpiritual Enemies then be ever ſo 
powerful or numerous; yet let them remember 
theſe Words of the Holy Spirit, — Greater is he 
that is. in you, than he that is in the World*, Let 
them but continue faithful Diſciples and Followers 
of their Lord and Maſter, by doing to the ut- 
moſt of their Power whatſoever he has commanded 
them*, and they may be ſatisfied, that God is faith- 
ful, who will not ſuffer them to be tempted above that 
they are able. But that the Grace of Chriſt will 
prove ſufficient for them; that his Strength will be 
made perfect in their Weakneſs , and that his Power 
will reſt upon them h. | 

 HoweveR, let them conſtantly bear in Mind, 
that Chriſtians muſt be contented through much Tri. 
bulation to enter into the Kingdom of Gd 1. Aid 
that they muſt ſtrive, if they expect to be crowd, 
Since the Way to reign with Chriſt, is to ſuffer with 
Him x. Whoſoever doth not bear his Croſs, faith the 
Son of Gop, and come after me, cannot be my Diſ- 
ciple l. | 
| So that let the C#0/5 be what it will; whether 
Contempt, or Reproach, or Perſecution for Righteouſ- 
neſs Sake; whether terrifying or deſponding Thoughts; 
whether the difficult Taſk of ſubduing an ambi- 
tious, worldly, or covetous Diſpoſition, or any other 

Corruption of the Heart ”, whether the Croſs be 

Pain or Poverty, Lofs or Sickneſs , whether it be 

of a ſpiritual or temporal Nature; whether from 

within, or without ourſelves ; we muſt contentedly 

take up our Croſs, till infinite Wiſdom ſees proper 

to free us from the Weight of it. 2 
| 0 
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God forbid, ſays the great Apoſtle, that I ſhould 


glory, ſave in the Croſs of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, by 
whom the World is crucified unto me, and I unto the 


g World u. 5 


THe Croſs of this holy Man was one conti- 
nued Scene of Suffering and Self-denial *, 

AN p whatever Suffering or Self-demal is to be 
undergone in Obedience to the Will of Gon, to 
promote his Glory, or the Salvation of Mankind, 
is ſurely ſuch a Croſs as Chriſtians ſhould be fo far 
from repining at, that, in Imitation of the holy 
Apoſtle, they ſhould glory in it. And indeed, 
till we have arrived to this ; the World will never 
be crucified unto us, nor we unto the World: but 
the World will always prove an over-match for 
us. Though this muſt be entirely our own Fault, 
ſince there is always the ſame Efficacy of a living 
and, rue Faith in a crucified Saviour v. For Feſus 
Chriſt is the ſame Yeſterday, jo Day, and for ever a. 

LE therefore ſuch fearful, but ſincere Chriſ- 
tians, patiently ſubmit to that Croſs, which a wiſe 
and good Gop has laid upon them. Let them 
conſtantly petition, that they may be ſtrong in 
the Lord, and in the Power of his Might. That 
they may put on the whele Armour of God, in or- 
der to ſtand againſt the, Wiles of the Devil *. And 
they need not fear, but that in all theſe Things 
they will be more than Conquerors, through Him that 
loved ust. They may be abundantly ſatisfied, 
that He is able alſo to ſave them to the uttermoſt, that 
came unto God by Him, ſeeing He ever lrveth to make 
interceſſion for them :. Let them therefore hold faſt 
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their Profeſſion, and come boldly unto the Throne of 
Grace, that they may obtain Mercy, and find Graue 


to help in time of need. 

. HoweveR, let it be carefully remembered, 
that theſe Encouragements belong only to real 
Chriſtians 3 to ſuch as renounce every evil Way; 
and who deſire, in the Sincerity of their Souls, to 
live in a conſtant Obedience to the whole Goſpel 
of Chriſt. Who think nothing too dear to part 
with, in order to get to Heaven: Vo count all 
Things but loſs, for the Excellency of the Knowledge 


of Chriſt Feſus their Lord: and for whom they would 


ſuffer the loſs of all Things, ſo that they might wn 
Chriſt ®, Theſe are the Chriſtians, who, notwith- 
ſtanding all their Doubts and Fears, belong to 
Chriſt ; and who will one Day be owned by Him 
for his. 


Bur as for thoſe Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, who 


are for mixing their Vices, Follies and Vanities 
with Religion; who imagine they can be true 
Chriſtians with a proud, a vain, or ambitious Heart; 
with a covetous, a worldly, or careleſs Mind; they 
muſt firſt have new Diſpoſitions of Soul wrought 


in them, before they have any Right to that glo- 


rious Title. For they that are Chriſt's have cruci- 


fed the Fleſh, with the Aﬀeiiions and Luſts x. Their 


Affection is ſet on Things above, not on Things on the 
Earthy, They conform not to the Vices of this 
World * : but their Treaſure is in Heaven; and their 
Hearts and Converſation are there alſo *. 

Bu r as every good Gift and every perfect Gift is 
from above, and cometh down from the Father of 
Lights b; ſo let me exhort every one to apply ear- 


neſtly to Gop for ſuch an holy and heavenly Frame 
of Mind, In ſhort, let every one of us pray con- 


ſtantly 
v Ch. iv. 14, 16. v Philipp. iii. 8. = Gal. v. 
24. y Col. in. 1, 2. 8 Rom. xii. 2. 2 St Matth. 
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ſtantly for divine Aſſiſtance, that we may be ſted- 


faſt, unmoveable, and always abounding in the work 


of the Lord: and that we may, in the Sincerity of 
our Hearts, ſtrive after the Attainment of every 


divine Grace, which the Goſpel of Chriſt has en- 


forced upon us 4. For ſo an Entrance fhall be miniſ- 
tred unto us abundantly, into the everlaſting Kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ©, 


Au p now, may the God of all Grace, 
hath called us unto his eternal Glory by Chriſt 
after that ye have ſuffered awhile, thake you 


Glory and Dominion for ever and ever. Amen“. 


© x Cor. xv. 58. d 2 St Pet. i. 5—8. er. 11. 
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BOOKS Printed for B. Dov, af the Bibls and 
| Key, in Ave-Mary Lane, near Stationers-Hall, 


HE Practice of True Devotion, in Relation to the 
End, as well as the Means of Religion; divided into 
Chapters, each containing ſome principal Duty either to Goo, 


our Neighbour, or Ourſelves; and appropriated to the ſeve- 


ral Days of the Week. — With Prayers for the Cloſet, a 
Family, and other Occcafions, — Alſo an Office for the Holy 
Communion ; conſiſting of Prayers before, at, and after the 
Holy Sacrament ; and ſome Directions for a decent Behavi- 
our at the Solemnity. By RozerT NELSOx, Eſq; The 
Eleventh Edition. To which is added the Character of the 
Author, 120. pr. 25. 6d. A large Abatement will be made 
to ſuch pious Perſons, who buy a Dozen or more to give away. 
he Arguments of the Books and Chapters of the Old 
and New Teſtament, with Practical Obſervations. By J. F. 
OsTERrVALD, Profeflor of Divinity, and one of the Minifſ- 
ters of the Church at Neufchatel in Swiſſerland ; and by him 
preſented to The S OE T * for = wang, Chriſtian Know- 
ledge. The Second Edition. In Three Volumes. 829. pr. 
12 5. Very uſeful and neceſſary for all who delight in 
reading the Holy Scriptures ; being a clear and familiar Ex- 
planation of the Books and Chapters both in the Old and New 
Teftament, with Reflections on each by Way of Exhortation. 

Bp. of ELy's (Pr Green) Four Diſcourſes on the Four 
Laſt Things, viz. Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell. 12mo. 
Price 2 5. 

Twenty five Sermons preached at the Anniverſary Meet- 
ings of the Children Educated in the Charity Schools in and 
about the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, from the Year 
1704, to 1728 incluſive. By ſeveral of the Rig Reverend 
the Biſhops, and other Dignitaries, 8vo. pr. 4 5. 

The Principles and Duties of the Chriſtian Religion conſi- 
der'd and explain'd; in order to retrieve and promote the 
Chriſtian Life, or that Holineſs without which no Man ſhall 
ſee the Lord. Divided into Twenty fix Chapters. Ore 
whereof being read every Lord's Day and Holy-Day, the 
Whole will be read over thrice in the Year. By J. MarLe- 
ToFT, D. D. late Vicar of St Lawrence Ferry. The Third 
Edition, 899. pr. 3s. 6 d. | 

— Collections of Forms of Prayer for the daily Uſe 
of Families, or of particular Perſons ; as alſo for the Lord's 
Day, and relating to the Lord's Supper. With a ſhort Dif- 
courſe of Prayer: and a plain Account of the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper ; ſhewing the Advantage and Neceſlity ' of the 
frequent Uſe of both theſe, in order to the Chriſtian Life, 

The Sixth Edition, 12. pr. 8 4. 


